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have favorites among the head men, and the average Indian
gets no justice done him. Of course very much of this
complaint is ill-based. The Indian does not stop to reason,
but jumps at conclusions. The man whois on the Wiscon-
sin roll considers himself fortunate, for here he has a free
and easy roving life, without reservation restrictions; and
he gets a cash payment from the government, whereas on
the reservation it comes in the guise of tools and supplies —
for the former of which he is not over desirous.

I helped take the Winnebago census in 1881, the
bureau agent being Louis Morel, U. 8. A. We were sta-
tioned in succession at Black River Falls, Trempealeau,
La Crosse, Portage, Menasha, Stevens Point, Friendship,
Madison, Baraboo, Remington, back again to La Crosse,
and completed our task at Blue River, near Boscobel. Our
habit was to send out runners among the Indians and in-
vite them to come in wherever our office was established.
Mr. Morel being taken sick, his clerk and I were alone in
many places. About eight hundred came in readily
enough, but there were some two hundred and fifty, chiefly
belonging to Big Hawk’s band, at Pike lake, who refused
to be counted.

It seems that H. W. Lee, a Stevens Point lawyer, asserted
that the Winnebagoes owed him ten thousand dollars as at-
torney fees. He set up the claim that during the eight years
previous to 1881 he had been of great service to the tribe
and had gone to Washington several times in their behalf;
that, in fact, he was the cause of getting the act of March 3,
1873, passed for the relief of the Winnebagoes. This act
provided for regular annual payments, although they did
not, for various reasons, commence until ten years later.
Lee persuaded Big Hawk and his followers to refuse en-
rollment until a promise should be extracted from the gov-
ernment that he (Lee) should be reimbursed out of the
payments which were to succeed the taking of the census.
Few of the Indians outside of this particular band endorsed
the claim, believing that Lee had already been sufficiently
compensated.

As so many refused enrollment, the attempt at census tak-



